Practical approach to the diagnosis and management of thrombocytopenia associated with tirofiban treatment.
Anti-GPIIb/IIIa associated thrombocytopenia has been reported in most large trials, but very little data is available regarding tirofiban. We report three cases of thrombocytopenia, most likely attributed to tirofiban (two moderate and one severe). For each patient, laboratory investigation has allowed us to exclude another cause of thrombocytopenia, particularly heparin-induced thrombocytopenia. Platelet count recovery could be earlier with tirofiban than with abciximab. Some suggestions are proposed for practical management of these patients with persistent thrombotic risk, who are sometimes candidates for cardiopulmonary bypass surgery.